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Overview 
Connected to Country is an interactive archive 
and immersive audio experience preserving 
the world’s oldest living culture. 

More than a podcast, it brings young Mob from across 
the Country together for:

● Training in best practice storytelling 
● Learning techniques for recording Elders stories 

and preserving Oral Knowledges, 
● Building intergenerational connections and 

strengthening culture.

This living archive of First Nations knowledges will:

● Transport and ground listeners in Country,
● Share Elders’ knowledge on key issues today, 

such as Climate Change, and mental health.



Why now
Connected to Country is an invitation to 
slow down and connect with the stories 
of our ancient land through Deep Listening. 

Real change comes from within: we need to foster 
true care and connection to Country in the people 
living on this continent, creating a sense of place, 
belonging, and understanding.

Nauiyu Country

Now is the time for change:

● The Voice referendum highlighted social 
fragmentation and need for greater unity

● Disadvantage continues in First Nations 
communities across the Country

● Elders holding important wisdom are aging
● Australia is seeing increased global 

attention and opportunities, such as 
Women Deliver and COP 31 in 2026.



Grounded in principles of First Nations 
knowledges, Connected to Country is 
revitalising the relationship between 
Elders and young Mob.

GARUWA and Audiocraft will engage with 
local communities to provide training in:

● Indigenous cultural protocols
● Community consultation 
● Co-creation and collaboration
● Podcast production skills
● Conducting Oral Knowledge interviews

When released, the podcast will become 
a living, ecosystem of content. Digitally 
archived episodes will allow Elder’s stories 
to be available for future generations to 
listen to and build on into perpetuity.
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Capacity Building
Mentoring and training

 young people

Bridge Building

Connecting Aboriginal and 

Non-Indigenous Australians

Podcast
Immersive 
Storytelling

More than a podcast



A landmark community education and 
cultural revitalisation project, Connected 
to Country will:

1. Activate cultural preservation and revitalisation

2. Provide young Mob with skills for life

3. Generate Indigenous digital cultural 
preservation practices

4. Strengthen relationships within and between 
First Nations communities

5. Foster understanding between Aboriginal 
and non-Indigenous communities

6. Unlock tools for addressing climate change

7. Expand education opportunities

IMPACT

Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung Country

21 
Elder’s stories and 
oral knowledges 
preserved

+300 
Young people trained 
in podcast production

21 
Intergenerational 
Knowledge 
Exchanges 

“Our elders have all the answers” 



Muriel Rukeyser

“The universe is made 
of stories, not atoms.”

Uncle Badger Bates “Emu sky” 2008

 Garawa Country 

https://www.agsa.sa.gov.au/collection-publications/collection/works/emu-sky/62552/


Uncle Badger Bates
Barkandji, Broken Hill

A constellation 
of stories

Aunty Bilawara Lee 
Larrakia, Darwin

Uncle Larry Walsh
Taungurung, Broadford 

Aunty Lola Greeno
Trawlwoolway, Flinders Island

Aunty Vivian Mason
Walbanja/Yuin 
South Coast NSW

Uncle Moogy Sumner
Ngarrindjeri,
Murray Bridge

Uncle Jim Berg
Gunditjmara,  
Portland

Uncle Bunna Lawrie
Mirning, Great 
Australian Bight

Uncle Cassidy Uluru
Yankunytjatjara,
Alice Springs

Aunty Miriam-Rose 
Ungunmerr-Baumann
Nauiyu, Daly River

Uncle Ezzard Flowers
Goreng-Wirlomin, 
Perth

Uncle Willie Gordon
Nugal-warra,Cooktown

Aunty Annie Nayana Milgin
Nykina, Derby

Uncle Jack Green
Garawa, 
Borroloola

Aunty Phyllis Yunkaporta
Wiki, Cape York

Aunty Rochelle Patten
Yorta Yorta, Echuca

Transporting listeners to landscapes 
across the continent.

Connected to Country will delve into 
the stories of Elders from communities 
throughout Australia. Indicative storytellers 

for the first Connected 
to Country series.

Indicative storytellers 
for the first Connected 
to Country series.



SAMPLE EPISODE
Uncle Badger Bates shares his decades-
long battle to safeguard the future of the 
Barkindji River.

Barkantji Country

LISTEN https://vimeo.com/1065738298/d7adfde809

https://vimeo.com/1065738298/d7adfde809
https://vimeo.com/1065738298/d7adfde809


Chandni Dhingra
Strategic Partnerships & 

Development Lead

Chandni Dhingra is a human rights 
strategy, advocacy and facilitation 
specialist with a focus on gender 
equality, First Nations justice, climate 
change, and forced displacement. 
She has a background in law, policy, 
diplomacy, and development, and has 
worked across Australia and 
internationally. Chandni prioritises 
decolonial and values-led 
approaches to change, and holds an 
LLM in Human Rights, Conflict & 
Justice.

Kate Montague
Executive Producer

Kate Montague is the Founder and 
CEO of Audiocraft – Australia’s 
leading podcast production company 
known for their highly crafted 
storytelling, immersive sound design 
and creative approach to the audio 
format. Kate has led projects for 
Audible, Spotify, SBS, ABC, the 
Australian Museum and National 
Gallery of Australia. She has also led 
podcast workshops for the Sydney 
Opera House, AIDC, Screen QLD, 
Spotify, and the NSW Writers Centre, 
and has sat on advisory committees 
for AFTRS and the Google Podcasts 
Creator Program. Kate is passionate 
about cultivating safe spaces for 
storytelling and connection.

Genevieve Grieves
Creative Director

Genevieve Grieves is proud Worimi 
woman and respected artist, educator, 
field builder, film director and oral 
historian. She is internationally recognised 
as a leader of community engagement and 
decolonising methodologies. Co-Creator 
and Creative Director of GARUWA, 
Genevieve champions projects that place 
First Nations knowledge and culture at the 
core. Central to her practice is 
intercultural and intergenerational 
knowledge transmission, in which she 
builds bridges between disparate 
communities and paves the way for future 
generations of First Nations storytellers, 
developing initiatives like the annual First 
Nations Impact Lab, co-presented 
with Doc Society.

TEAM

CONNECTED TO COUNTRY 
IS SUPPORTED BY the 
NSW Government 
through Create NSW

                            

Laurrie Mansfield
Executive Producer

Laurrie Mansfield (nee Brannigan-
Onato) is a developer, facilitator and 
producer for the screen arts. With 
over 10 years experience in the 
screen industry, Laurrie has worked 
with leading organisations both 
locally and globally including: Screen 
Australia (First Nations, Enterprise, 
Content, Online), Netflix (Production 
and ANZ Grow Creative), Australians 
in Film (AiF), Australian International 
Documentary Conference (AIDC), 
Arts Cultural Exchange (A.C.E.), 
Screen NSW, Curious Works, 
Screenworks and Sydney Film 
Festival.



PHASE 1 

Development & Pilot

Culturally Safe Design & Development

Capacity & Trust Building

Production

Post-Production

Build of Interactive Archive & Website

6-episode pilot series

Establish protocols for Phase 2

CULTURALLY SAFE 
FOUNDATIONS

PHASE 2 

Season 1 & Expanding Reach

Workshop Development & Delivery

Capacity Building for 10 FN Storytellers & 
ongoing Mentorship

Production & Oral Knowledge Recordings

Post-Production

Release 12 NEW Episodes

Archive & Website Updates

TRAINING & PRODUCTION

PHASE 3 

Activating Impact

Design of feedback loops and 
measurement tools with Elders & 
communities

Community Activations

Education Resources & Toolkits

Marketing & Promotions

DISTRIBUTION

phases



“We are asking our fellow Australians to take time 
to know us; to be still and to listen to us…

If our culture is alive and strong and 
respected, It will grow”

Nauiyu, Daly River Aunty Miriam-Rose Ungunmerr-Baumann



CONTACT

Kate Montague
Founder and CEO
Audiocraft
kate@audiocraft.com.au
0439 024 477

mailto:kate@audiocraft.com.au

