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A B O U T  U S

Sun Books is a literacy initiative of the World Literacy Foundation dedicated 
to addressing the literacy crisis in Sub-Saharan Africa.
Through tailored literacy solutions, teacher support, and community -based 
interventions, we empower children and educators in remote and underser-
ved communities. 

We believe every child, no matter where they are born, deserves the opportu-
nity to read, dream, and thrive. Our mission is rooted in these transformative 
moments that change lives one word at a time.

Our 2024–2025 program has delivered meaningful impact across Uganda, 
Kenya, Nigeria, South Africa and beyond.

Why Literacy Matters
Across Sub-Saharan Africa, 87% of children cannot read or write at grade 
level. Girls and children from rural communities are disproportionately affec-
ted. Illiteracy limits access to education, employment, and basic life opportu-
nities. At the World Literacy Foundation, we believe every child deserves the 
chance to learn to read and succeed.
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In Lagos, Nigeria, 9-year-old Chisom sat quietly at his desk, holding a letter 
from his Pen Pal in the United Kingdom. He had just finished writing his 
response—sharing what his school day looked like, the books he was reading 
on his Sun Books tablet, and his dreams of becoming a teacher. Just a few 
months earlier, Chisom had never used a digital device, let alone communica-
ted with someone from another continent.

Today, he is one of the most active participants in his school's Pen Pal 
program.

His teacher noticed a remarkable improvement in his writing and confidence. 

“Chisom used to be shy and hesitant,” she said. “Now he helps other students 
write their letters. He reads out loud. He believes in himself.”

Stories like Chisom’s remind us that when we invest in literacy, we’re not just 
teaching children to read—we’re giving them the tools to express themselves, 
connect across borders, and shape their futures.e to learn to read and 
succeed.

I M P L E M E N TAT I O N  D E TA I L S

•
•

•

Establishment of  5 new school libraries.
Provision of 30,000 children’s books.
Participation in DEAR Day celebrations at Maligita Schooll.

U G A N D A

•
•
•

Installation of solar panels on schools located on islands.
Pen Pal Project launched at Ajalogun Memorial College in Lagos.
Partnership with Across Cultures to provide 50 digital licenses for
literacy development.

N I G E R I A

• Program implementation began in a school serving a primarily migrant
Community.

S O U T H  A F R I C A

Facilitated a leadership session for 10 schools, focusing on implementing 
Sun Books, and best practices for professional learning in 2025.
Launch of the Sun Books Global Children’s Library.
Training, professional development and capacity building in the sector.
Sponsored a professional learning course for six teacher leaders.
Monthly African webinar series, reaching more than 900 educators 
across the year.
+100 African delegates participation at the World Literacy Summit.
New partnerships with Nigerian influencers to amplify literacy awareness.
Delivered targeted professional learning opportunities for three team 
members to build nternal capacity. 
Conducted comprehensive literacy assessments in two pilot schools.
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• Training of 130 teachers across multiple districts.
Integration of Tiny Ivy phonics system into early literacy instruction.
Continued support for 30 schools implementing equitable,
high-impact professional learning frameworks.

• 
• 
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In a small town in Uganda, Caroline—an 11-year-old girl with a curious 
mind—was often overlooked in class due to her reading struggles. Her confi-
dence was low, and she rarely raised her hand. Everything changed when her 
school joined the Sun Books program.

With access to solar-powered tablets, a new school library, and books in her 
local language, Caroline discovered a love for storytelling. She began to prac-
tice daily, guided by a teacher trained through Sun Books’ professional 
learning sessions. Her reading improved rapidly, and soon, she was helping 
younger students find their favorite books.

Our aim is to endow 40,000 children across Africa with foundational literacy 
skills and help them discover the joy and pleasure of reading through the 
following initiatives:

Offer 30 face-to-face workshops and 12 online 
training webinars for teachers, focusing on 
literacy teaching practices and equipping them 
with digital resources.

Distribute 60,000 suitable hard copy children’s 
books to schools and communities lacking                  
resources.

Provide 15,000 free e-books and 4,000 digital 
literacy games and activities for the increasing 
number of children who have access to         
smartphones at home or can connect online.

Establish a continent-wide community of litera-
cy specialists to share knowledge and learn from 
each other through a monthly webinar series.

Launch a dedicated literacy program for              
Internally Displaced Persons (IDP) Camps, provi-
ding tailored reading support, digital tools, and 
psychosocial materials for vulnerable children.

Implement solar panels and tablet devices to 
furnish an e-library of 700 books and resources 
to classrooms without internet connection or 
electricity. Andrew Kay
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